ST IPPOLYTS PARISH COUNCIL

MAGAZINE 2017
Welcome to the 2017 Newsletter letting you know about some of the
wonderful things that have happened in the parish in the past year (or
which will be happening in the near future). We truly live in a thriving and
vibrant community.
Our Parish Council remains unchanged with Pam Skeggs as Chairman,
Barbara Thomas as Vice Chair, Peter Hobson, Olivia Marsh, Robert Moore,
Kim Morrice, Trevor Smith and Paul Thapar. All Parish Councillors are
volunteers and are supported by our part time Parish Clerk Susan Mears.
We can all be contacted by the Clerk clerk@stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk,
P.O. Box 287, Hitchin, Herts. SG4 7WT, 01462 421409. Or just chat to us when
you see us!
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Our picturesque
parish consists not
just of St Ippolyts
Village but also of
Gosmore, Ashbrook,
Little Almshoe, St
Ibbs, as well as
Thistley, Tatmore
and former New
England. It’s just as
well we have the
school, church, parish
hall, pubs and shop
as well as lots of
open spaces to bring
our community
together.

PARISH COUNCIL Chairman’s report
How your money was spent
During the last financial year (2016/2017) your parish
council incurred payments of £28,683.19 and receipts of
£35,144.53. The precept was £25,000 (including CTRS
Grant of £1,906.39). The accounts are independently
audited with report and notice of conclusion.
Each year your Council agrees a budget for its
estimated expenditure for the forthcoming financial
year, commencing 1 April. For details of the break-down for last
financial year and budget for 2017/18 please visit website:
www.stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk/finances
Dates of Parish Council Meetings
Meetings will be held in St Ippolyts Parish Hall committee rooms on
Monday 13 November 2017, Mondays 8 January, 12 February, 12 March,
9 April, 14 May APCM, 11 June, 9 July, 10 September, 8 October and 19
November 2018 and start at 7.30pm.
There is always an Agenda Item for Public Participation where residents
can ask questions and raise issues but it would be helpful if you could
contact Clerk prior to the meeting. Parish Council meetings are open to
members of the public and press so you are most welcome to come
along.
The Annual Parish meeting is on Monday 9 April at 7.15pm. Persons
registered as local government electors for the parish are entitled to
speak and vote.
The agendas and approved or draft Minutes are displayed on the council
notice-boards and website www.stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk
Our civil parish is divided into two electoral
wards: north ward within Hitchin Priory District
Ward and Hitchin South County Division. South
ward is within Hitchwood, Offa and Hoo
District Ward and Knebworth and Codicote
County Division.

Speed Indicator Device (SID)
The Police and Crime Commissioner agreed to fund
these devices with sockets following our grant
application. We hope this will assist with reducing
speeding traffic along Hitchin Road, High Street and
Preston Road, Gosmore and B656 London Road.
Public open spaces
Your parish council owns or rents variety of open spaces for the
enjoyment of all namely: Dell Field, Gosmore village green, Recreation
ground, Rowan Grove, Sycamore Close and land adjacent to Lagoon. We
have been discussing with NHDC about leasing St Ippolyts village green
where we have seats, Millennium sign and notice-board; unfortunately,
this cannot include the footpath to the road which is public highway.
It is great to see our public open spaces being
used. If you would like to organise an
event please contact Clerk on
clerk@stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk

Litter bins
Our bins are emptied on a monthly basis in line
with other non High Street locations. If a bin needs
emptying please contact the Veolia free helpline
on 0800 328 6023, the operatives there will be
able to log the call, give a unique reference
number and arrange for any action to be taken.
From next financial year your parish council will
be responsible for emptying litter bins on our open
spaces.

Dog poo bins
The Parish Council is responsible for emptying our Dog poo bins which
are located on Dell Field, Recreation ground and Rowan Grove. If a bin
needs emptying please contact John O’Connor on 01462 436694

Problem with the roads
Please report issues such as pot holes, street
lighting on Highway Faults reporting 0300
124 4047 or

www.hertsdirect.org.highwayfaults

St Ippolyts recreation ground
We have just been advised that planning
contributions under Play Space & Leisure has at last
been released for new Wickstead fitness equipment
on the recreation ground.

Can you help us?
Do you live near one of our benches? If so would you be
prepared to keep an eye on it and give it a good wash
from time to time?

Could you help deliver newsletters or other
such items to a couple of roads?

Pam Skeggs

St Ippolyts Neighbourhood Plan
After a rather extended hiatus work has resumed on the Neighbourhood
Plan and we are aiming to circulate the first draft for your comments at
the start of the new year. The reason for the delay is that the
Neighbourhood Plan has to be consistent with the Local Plan being
prepared by North Hertfordshire District Council (NHDC). With content
of the Local Plan now more or less clear we think we have a good basis
to prepare the first draft of the Neighbourhood Plan. Once the draft is
complete we will ask NHDC for their initial
comments and when these have been addressed
we will be asking residents of the Parish for their
views so we can prepare a final draft. This will then
have to be reviewed by an independent examiner
and the version approved will be put back to
Parish residents to be approved or rejected in a
referendum. We are aiming for this to take place
in Spring 2018.
Peter Hobson
NHDC LOCAL PLAN EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC
NHDC submitted its plan for examination on 9th June 2017 and Simon
Berkeley BA MA MRTPI from the Planning Inspectorate was appointed
by the Secretary of State to carry out an independent examination.
Louise St John Howe was appointed as the Programme Officer. She is an
independent officer of the examination and works on the Inspector's
behalf, organising and managing the administrative and procedural
matters of the examination process.
Any queries about the examination or any correspondence to the
Inspector should be sent to:
Louise St John Howe, PO Services, PO Box 10965, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10
3BF. Email: louise@poservices.co.uk Telephone: 07789 486419
The hearing session will start on Monday 13 November 2017 at 9.30am at
the Icknield Centre, Icknield Way, Letchworth Garden City, SG6 1EF
For the submission documents, news and updates please see Local Plan
Examination www.north-herts.gov.uk

ST IPPOLYTS CHURCH
A NOTE FROM THE VICAR
It’s hard to believe that I’ve been here a year
already. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my time here so
far and am getting to know many of you – and I
can usually put the right names to the right faces too! I’ve also got
through all my ‘first’s’ – first Christmas, first Easter, first Horse Blessing
Service, and so on, so I am less panic stricken than when I arrived and am
hoping to really enjoy the key services next time around, now that I
know what’s expected.
As a parish, we are beginning to look to the
future and trying to discern what that might
look like for us as a church and as a
community. One of the things we are looking at first is our Mission Action
Plan, or MAP as it is known in ‘church-speak’.
MAP is a process which enables a local church to prayerfully discern the
priorities God has for it, and to plan the mission activities it is going to
undertake over the coming months and years. It is an accessible form of
strategic planning, and as such builds on the insights of businesses,
schools, hospitals and other organisations, which have to plan carefully if
they are to thrive in a complex and challenging environment. A key part
of the process is involving the whole church in seeking God and
developing a clear vision statement. A vision statement is different from
a mission statement – a mission statement describes what an
organisation or church is for now, whereas a vision statement describes
what the church wants to become over the next five years. And that
process involves everyone. Your opinion matters and will be a vital part
of what we as a church decide to do.
So, how can you make your voice
heard? What we would really like you to
do is to imagine what your perfect church
looks like.....no matter how far-fetched or
wacky that may be (ordinary is acceptable
too!!). What would you like to see your
church doing? Would you like a choir or contemporary music?

Would you like it to be very traditional or have coffee served whilst you
worship? Would you like to see the church used
for social activities or even have services outside? If there were no
barriers like money, the structure of the building, rules and
regulations, what would your ‘perfect’ church look
like? Feel free to let your imagination run away with you,
we want to hear what you have to say! Your answers will
help us to prayerfully work out what this community
wants in order to draw us closer to God and build on our
relationship with him and one another.
Be bold! Send your thoughts and suggestions to our Churchwarden,
Michael Hooper, who can be contacted either by email
at m.hooper214@btinternet.com or by telephone on 01462 457350.
We are also making changes to our main all-age service at 9.15 on the
first Sunday of every month. We hope that this service will encourage
more families and young people to attend and get to know us, and God,
better. The service will be approximately 30 minutes
long and include songs, stories and.....wait for
it.....breakfast! The first service will be on Sunday
3rd December at 9.15 but in the Parish Hall instead of
the church as we have our Crib Festival in church
that weekend. On January 7th, our all-age service will resume in the
church with a Christingle Service. Please do join us, everyone is
welcome. Whether you are an ‘old hand’ or completely new to church,
we guarantee you a warm welcome.
Finally, a big thank you to all of you who have welcomed, helped and
supported me during my first year as your vicar. I know there are still
many people I have yet to meet so if you would like me to visit you then
please do email me at revginni@gmail.co.uk with your name and
number and I will arrange to come and see you.
With love, Ginni xx

ST IPPOLYTS CHURCH FUNDRAISING
Our beautiful medieval church needs a constant supply of cash to
maintain it and to keep it up to date. We have recently installed a new
ramp to make it more wheel chair friendly, replaced the internal south
door and installed more energy efficient LED lighting which has also
banished the dark corners. We have a “wish list” of items to make the
church more user friendly as well as the on going maintenance list so the
fund raising continues!

Quiz Night 18 November
Our ever popular Quiz night (complete with ploughmans
supper and a bar) has returned to it’s traditional slot and Mary
has been thinking up questions all year. Can you assemble a
winning team? Tickets from Mary 457350 or Jane 434254.

Nativity Crib Festival 2&3 December
Our wonderful Nativity Crib Festival is now in its 10th Year! If you’ve still
never been come along and see why for so many it now marks the start
of the festive season. The church will be filled with crib sets (over 150 last
year) and the variety is truly astounding. Big and small, old family
treasures and newly bought or even home made, they come from all
over the world (well almost) and are made from everything from wood
to newspaper, metal to glass and from banana leaves to citrus
peel (yes really!) Each has its own story about what
makes it special to its owner. Tea and cakes are
available and you have the chance to win your
own crib.
If you have a crib set that you would lend us
(it doesn’t have to be new and glamorous the
old, tatty ones often have a wonderful
“story”) please contact Barbara
Barbara.thomas@live.co.uk 421647

Open Gardens 24 June 2018
It will be 3 years since the last Open Gardens and we decided that it was
time to convince the green fingered of the parish to share their gardens
with us lesser mortals again. We already have some wonderful gardens
signed up but if you live on Maydencroft Lane, Waterdell Lane, The
Crescent, Townsend Place, Mill Rd, Orchard Close, Mill Lane from the
junction with Mill Rd to Gosmore High St or on Gosmore High St and
have a garden you love would you open it for us? It doesn’t have to be
huge or absolutely immaculate just interesting, we want a variety of
gardens, big and small, formal, cottagey and, especially, quirky!
We will also be having a plant stall so if you are not able to open your
garden please could you remember us when you are splitting
plants or sowing seeds. Alternatively, if you are not
green fingered could you give us a prize
for our “Grand Draw”?
For more information contact Barbara.

ST IPPOLYTS CHURCH - TREASURER
St Ippolyts Church is seeking a treasurer to
commence duties after the Church Annual
General Meeting in April 2018. If you are
interested in taking on this important but not
particularly onerous role in our community
please contact either Revd Ginni Dear (237032) or
one of the Churchwardens, Jane Veasey (434254) or
Michael Hooper (457350) to find out
the requirements of a church treasurer. Please
note that non-churchgoers are welcome.

THE FRIENDS OF ST IPPOLYTS
We are friends for each other and friends for the
church. We arrange flowers by the Altar & Pulpit
(though not during Advent & Lent). We help clean
some of the church and at festivals a band of Friends
turn up to help decorate the Church.
We now have three meetings a year at which we discuss future activities
and have a jolly good get together. On Wednesdays during Lent we
provide a lunch of home-made soup with bread in the Parish Hall, the
proceeds from this are given to charity. Occasionally there are Coffee
mornings, Lunches & Tea Parties, and the money raised then is used to
buy the cleaning materials etc. for the Church. We also give the Paschal
Candle each year.
New members are always most welcome and if you are interested please
contact Mrs. Frances Williams, our present Chairman, on 01462 434762

BEARS AND PRAYERS TODDLER SERVICE
A small group of mums and babies/toddlers meet at
the church every Tuesday morning during term time
at 9am until around 10 for a Bears and Prayers
Toddler Service led by Revd Ginni. It is a short 15
minute service including a story, prayers, songs and musical instruments.
Following the service we enjoy a drink and biscuit while the children play.
We held a couple of extra Bears and Prayers events in the summer which
were enjoyed by the children and their older siblings. We listened to a
story and sang some songs on a giant picnic rug before enjoying some
garden games (namely skittles, snakes and ladders, and twister).
If you would like to join us you would be very welcome – dads,
grandparents, child minders of under 5s all welcome – just don’t forget to
bring your teddy! For more information please speak to Revd Ginni or
email toddlerservice@gmail.com.

FRIDAY COFFEE MORNING
This autumn we will be holding a weekly coffee morning in
the church on Friday mornings from 9 until around 10. Tea,
coffee, squash and biscuits will be available and we will be
trying to raise some money for the charity WaterAid by
selling cakes for donations. There will be a play mat and toys available
for any children and we probably will not meet during half term (27
October). We would love to have lots of different people joining us so
please come along if you can – it’s for everyone in St Ippolyts and we
hope to make you all feel welcome.
For more information please speak to Cathy Beach or email
toddlerservice@gmail.com
BELL RINGING IN ST IPPOLYTS.
We ring the bells of St Ippolyts ringing at various times. On a Sunday it is
likely to be for a service; we try to ring for about half an hour before the
9.30 services on the first and third Sundays. Wednesdays is our practice
night and we also ring for weddings. We teach at St
Ippolyts and have people at all stages of learning
ringing with us. We are always looking for new ringers
so if you are interested please get in touch with
Shelagh Cox, shelaghcox@lineone.net . You will find
yourself joining a group of enthusiastic ringers from all
walks of life and with a good age spread.

COMMUNTY LUNCH
The Community Lunch continues on the first Wednesday of every month
at 12.45 in the Parish Hall. It is well attended and enjoyed by many. Do
come and join us - it's a good place to meet up with old friends - and
find new ones! It is very good value: £3.00 for a two-course lunch +
tea or coffee.
We need more people to volunteer to provide lunch or help - it needn't
be a complicated meal - so please let me know if you think you could
help - even once or twice a year. Anne Steel 01462 432117.

ST IPPOLYTS PARISH HALL
Our fabulous Parish Hall really is the
hub of the community and hosts a wide
range of activities with something for
everyone from Toddlers to Table Tennis,
Dog Club to Dancing and Cubs to Community Lunch and Circuit
Training. Take a look at the timetable to see what appeals to you.
Nothing that appeals? Why not set up your own group we still have a
few empty time slots.
The Hall is run by a band of voluntary Trustees who work hard to ensure
that the hall remains bright and up to date. Last year we purchased a
new dishwasher for everyone to use. It is super fast and super simple so no
more standing for hours over a sink up to your elbows in hot water! We
are currently working to install Wi Fi in the hall so keep your eyes open
for it!
You can also book the Hall for private parties or meetings. It is the
perfect venue for birthday parties for the young and the not so young
(no crumbs in the carpet, lots of tables, chairs and car parking and a
large oven and warming cabinet if you want to serve hot food – we can
even supply the crockery, cutlery, pots and pans). Not only that we have
a fabulous sound system so you can play music or make yourself heard!
If you are getting married and fancy getting creative with a do it
yourself reception the Hall could be just the place for you. We have some
great photos showing how well the Hall has “scrubbed up” with lots of
bunting or fairy lights. Use your imagination and you could create a
unique reception for a fraction of the price of a fancy hotel.
For more information about the Hall please contact our bookings
secretary Sam Kelly 01462 423291 info@stippolyts-hall.co.uk. You can also
find it on line on our website www.stippolyts-hall.co.uk or on Facebook
www.facebook.com/stippolytsparishhall.
Fundraising for the Hall keeps it looking fresh and modern and allows us
to invest in new amenities.

HALL TIMETABLE
DAY
MONDAY

TIME
1.15pm-4.45pm

GROUP
Bridge Group

5.15pm-6.15pm

Beavers

6pm – 7pm

Cttee Rms

6.30pm7.45pm
7.30pm –
10.00pm

Circuit
Training
Cubs
Parish Council
Meeting

Cttee Rms

8.15pm-10.15pm

Ballroom

Main Hall

TUESDAY

7.00pm10.00pm

Dog Club

Main Hall

WEDNESDAY

9.30am11.30am
12.45pm

Toddlers

Main Hall

St Ippolyts
Church
Community
Lunches

Main Hall

FRIDAY

Main Hall

OTHER INFO

Term time
only
Term time
only
2nd Monday
except August
and
December

Term time
only
1st Wednesday
of the month
except during
Lent
Weekly
during Lent

Friends of St
Ippolyts
Church
Lent Lunches
WI

Main Hall

Weston Artists

Cttee Rms

Rainbows

Cttee Rms

Term time
only

4.30pm 6.00pm

Brownies

Main Hall

Term time
only

6.00pm –
8.00pm

Choir on Fire

Main Hall

Term time
only

Table Tennis

Main Hall

Dog Club

Main Hall

Dog Club

Cttte Rms

7.30pm10.00pm
THURSDAY

ROOM
Both Cttee
Rms
Main Hall

9.30am –
1.30pm
4.30pm5.30pm

8.00pm 10.00pm
7.00pm10.15pm
7.15pm –
8.15pm

3rd
Wednesday of
the month

AGM
Our 20th Annual General Meeting is on Tuesday 27 March at 8pm in the
Hall committee rooms everybody is welcome to come along.

Could you help us? We need a new Hall Trustee. It isn’t too
much work, we meet three times a year to ensure the Hall is
running smoothly and organise the Christmas Fair. If you are
interested please contact Frank Harding 01462 459124
harding.wychling@btinternet.com

Please support us at our forthcoming fundraising events: Bridge Drive and Tea – Friday November 10 1.30-4.30.
Come along and make up a table, the charge is £6.50 for
an individual or £26 for a table. For more details please
contact Sheila Harding 01462 459124.
Christmas Fair – We will be holding our annual Christmas
Fair from 2-4.30 on Saturday 25 November, there will be
loads of stalls with everything from toys and games to
tombolas and cakes. Not only that but The Choir on Fire
will be treating us to a performance. Our prize draw will
take place sometime after 4.00 (you can purchase raffle
tickets from St Ippolyts Store, The Bull and The Bird in
Hand if you aren’t able to come on the day). Of
course, Father Christmas will be paying us a visit and
will see children in his beautiful grotto.

We are registered with
easyfundraising.org.uk. If you use the
internet to shop at all whenever you buy anything online you could be
raising a free donation for St Ippolyts Parish Hall just sign up at
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stippolytsparishhall

ST IPPOLYTS SCHOOL
This year is a special year for the school as
it celebrates 170 years – having been set
up in 1847 to “educate the children of the
Parish”. The school celebrated with a
Victorian week. Class 3 visited the Hitchin
British School while the older children had a day out at
Audley End for hands-on learning experiences about
the Victorians. The week ended with everyone dressed
as Victorians and workshops were held and the day
culminated with a celebratory tea party.
The commemorative birthday cake was
baked using eggs from the St Ippolyts
hens that were hatched in school in 2016!
The Local History Group very kindly donated a copy of
“A School Remembers” to every family.

The Summer term is always a busy time in school. The Year 6 children
take their SATs, the Year 2 children take their KS1 SATs, the Year 1s have
their National Phonics screening Check and the rest of the school have
their termly assessments. There are visits from the secondary schools to
meet the children joining them in the Autumn. There is the Induction
Day when the Year 6 children spend a day at their new school, all the
children in school spend time in the class they will be in in September,
and the new Reception children come into school.

The school journey for Year 5 and 6 children this
year, was to Barton Hall. The children take part in
a wide range of exciting activities: abseiling,
climbing, raft building, dry slope skiing, aeroball,
trapeze, archery, buggy building, canoeing,
swimming, and zip wire. It was a surprise to
discover that one of the PGL instructors was an expupil of St. Ippolyts!

Another feature of the end of the year, is the school
production. This year it was “Olivia”. All the children
in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 take part and it was fabulous.

And so ended another year in the life of
this very special school. September 2017
marks another historic milestone for the
school. Due to growing demand for
places, there are now 6 classes instead of
the traditional 5. The summer was spent
in a whirl of building alterations and
classroom moves and term began with 166 eager children, ready to
embrace the year ahead.
Our thanks, as always, goes to Mrs Peddie
and all the staff and helpers for their hard
work and dedication.

PARKING PROBLEMS

Inconsiderate car parking is causing problems for residents in many areas
of the Parish but especially around the school and church. Hospital
appointments have been missed due to cars parked across driveways (or
even in driveways!) Oil deliveries and the refuse lorry have been unable
to get down Stevenage road due to poor parking and residents fear
that it is only time before an emergency ambulance fatally delayed. If
you are parking in this area please park with consideration of others
even if it does mean a slightly longer walk.

KINGSHOTT SCHOOL
The past academic year gave us much to
celebrate at Kingshott School. At the beginning of the
year, our new Headmaster, Mr Mark Seymour was
formally appointed. He joined us with a wealth of experience
having worked in the independent sector for many years and is
tremendously excited to be leading Kingshott.

During the year, all of our pupils from Nursery through to
Year 8 experienced a rich, varied and
rewarding curriculum. We all enjoyed Drama
and Music performances, Art exhibitions, excellence on the
Sports field, the introduction of an outdoor classroom, and
outstanding achievements by all of our pupils. In
particular, all of our Year 8 leavers are to be congratulated as
they all gained places at the senior independent schools of
their choice, many with scholarships awards.
With winter approaching, our spirits continue to be warmed by the
exciting developments here at Kingshott, as we strive to provide the very
best facilities to enable every pupil to be ‘the best me I can be’.
Over the summer months, we completed our new Astro pitch and cricket
nets. Our netball courts have been refurbished with a surface most
suitable for netball and tennis.
Pupils are already enjoying
using these facilities and we
look forward to many great
sporting seasons in the future.
Our road system on site has
also been vastly improved in
recent months, benefitting
pupils, parents, staff and
visitors alike.

Our programme of improvement continues as we start
building work on our new Sports Hall. This building
once complete, will offer state of the art facilities for not
only Sport and but also the Performing Arts. We
anticipate that the building will be complete and ready
for use by September 2018. This facility will be
available for hire by local community groups outside of
school hours.
The new school year has already got off to a busy start and it was lovely
to welcome pupils, new and old, back to school. We also
welcomed a new Chair of Governors, Mr David Keast
who replaced Mr Gavin Hill. Mr Hill stepped down from
the position after over twenty years of service to the
school.
If you would like to find out more about life at Kingshott, do consider
visiting us to see our wonderful school for yourself.

POLICE REPORT
As I’m sure you are aware, PC Chris Suckling retired in January 2017 after
25 years of service with Hertfordshire Constabulary, 12 of which he spent
as the local officer for St Ippolyts. As Chris retired I took over his beats of
Gravely & Wymondley, St Ippolyts & Hitchwood, Whitwell & Kimpton,
and Great Ashby.
St Ippolyts is a low crime area with a slight increase recorded for the year
between August 2016 and August 2017. Although there is a rise in
reported crime overall, when compared to previous years, reassuringly
not all is as it first seems. As you may have read in the national press of
late, crime recording standards within the police have been updated to
guarantee that all crime is recorded correctly with the aim of ensuring
public confidence in its transparency. In combination with the public
being more inclined to report crime to the police, visible figures have
subsequently risen on paper, yet in real terms have changed very little.
Of the crimes documented, the majority are specific to individual victims,
with a smaller proportion affecting the wider community as an entirety.
In the annual period there were two dwelling burglary offences, one of
which a suspect was linked, two theft from motor vehicle crimes, and
fourteen criminal damages. Offences of stranger violence against the
person in public have not been reported and antisocial behaviour is very
low within St Ippolyts, showing just how safe the parish is.
PC 2750 Dave Hine

COMMUNITY MESSAGING

Would you like to receive up-todate information, crime prevention advice and news direct from
Hertfordshire Constabulary?
Sign up to Community Messaging today! It only takes a minute and is
completely free.
What is Community Messaging?
Community Messaging uses the Constabulary’s award-winning Online
Watch Link (OWL) to keep you up to date with what’s going on in your
police service and neighbourhood It is an automated system that emails
you with useful information, news about your local police and crime
prevention advice. It can also send short SMS text messages direct to your
mobile.
To receive Community Messaging you must be living in a registered
postal address in Hertfordshire. In most instances you will be contacted by
email. Should the need arise, occasional SMS text could be sent to your
mobile phone for urgent or emergency incidents.
After you have signed up to Community Messaging you will receive
messages of interest relating to Hertfordshire and/or specific to your
neighbourhood. This service is completely free. Visit www.owl.co.uk to
sign up or for further information.
If you already receive messages via OWL as a member of a
Neighbourhood Watch scheme, there's no need to re-register.
Protecting Your Data
When you sign up your details will be kept in a secure database purely
for the purpose of communicating with you. Your details will not be
shared with any 3rd parties and neither will they be transferred to other
police or government databases. At any point you may request your
details to be removed or do it yourself online.

ST IPPOLYTS FC
After a successful 2016/17 season, with the club winning the
league cup and gaining promotion, the club will now be
beginning their 2017/18 campaign in Division 1, in
which they have won their first game 6-1. Tom
Maxwell remains at the club on a managerial
basis
with Dean Greenough (a local celebrity in
Herts
Sunday football) stepping up in a joint
manager
position. The aim this season, as of every season, is to make the village
proud and try and maintain a good standard of football throughout.
Promotion is also on the agenda as the club wish to make strides into
possibly entering football at county league level within the next 3 to 5
years.
Tom Maxwell adds “I echo my words of last year, the village has a great
football tradition. With the Sunday side winning a trophy last season and
the Saturday lads breaking a trophy-less 4 seasons. The good times are
back. I would like to thank the club’s sponsors, St Ippolyts Stores and
Richard Taylor Travel. Both have provided kit and tops for the lads who
are very much grateful.”
Club fixtures, results and reports can be found on twitter via @ippolytsFc
The club would also like to thank the Sunday side for their co-operation
and understanding throughout the season, for the occasional sock tape
and mud meet and greet on a Sunday morning!!
Apologies in advance for the
occasional football in back
gardens!!

ST IPPOLYTS UNITED FC & ST
IPPOLYTS RANGERS FC
Season 2016/17 was a success for St Ippolyts
Utd both on and off the field. The club
completed the Macron Hitchin Sunday
League Division Two League and Cup
double. The respective trophies are on
display in The Bull. We also held our 3 rd
annual 5 a side Tournament and Village Fun Day in July which again
proved successful. We acknowledge the support and generosity of the
local community in contributing to the success of the event – much
appreciated.
We are pleased to announce that we are running two senior teams in the
Macron Hitchin Sunday League for the season that has just started 2017/18.
The club committee recognised that there was sufficient local interest to
establish a second team. The Hitchin Sunday League will not permit
reserve teams so we requested special dispensation to run a second side
with the existing “United” officers doubling up as officers for the new
team, which was granted.
By running two sides, we can guarantee a
game “at home” most Sundays during the
season, so please come along and support
your local team. Refreshments available!
The “Tournament and Fun Day” for 2018
will be held on Saturday July 14th. The
planning for this has already started and we
are always looking for additional help both
during the planning process and also on the
day. If you would like to help us out then please contact us either via our
website or Facebook pages. Alternatively, you can call the number
below.
Malcolm Parker 07774 825030

ST IPPOLYTS BOWLS CLUB

This has almost certainly been the most successful season in the club’s
history. For the first time the club won the Stevenage Mixed League
Knockout competition winning in the final 108-47 against Holwell. At the
time of writing, the club stands level top of the Stevenage Mixed League
with one game outstanding. The men reached the regional County final
and the ladies reached the final of the fours in the North Herts League.
Recruitment has continued apace with eighteen new members joining
the club this year but those new to the game are always welcome and
can enjoy the guidance of Bowls England coach Colin Davidson.
The club’s website is
www.stippolytsbowlsclub.org.uk or contact can
be made by phone to Peter Belton at 01462
620816. Practice sessions take place on
Thursday and Tuesday evenings with the
Stevenage and Mixed League matches being
played on Saturday and Sunday afternoons.

THE BIRD IN HAND
We took over The Bird in Hand on 28th
February and then refitted the main bar
and reopened on 10th March, I was drawn to
the pub as I use to drink in it 30 years ago
when I played rugby for Letchworth Garden
City RUFC and Keith (the then landlord) was
a vice president of the club. Our aim is to
offer a comfortable environment to enjoy a drink and have decent food
served, so we have a good wine selection, 39 gins, premium beers and
spirits available. We are open every day from noon and food is served all
day. So please pop in and see us and let us know what you think.
Nigel Stewart

P3 – PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP.
There are 29 footpaths within St Ippolyts Parish – two of them are
permissive paths running through private property. In theory, the
permissive paths are maintained by the landowner, which works well for
the footpath across private farmland, but not so well across the National
Grid property. The National Grid footpath is maintained mainly by P3
volunteers, although it was cleared earlier this year by a private
contractor, when completely overgrown and impassable - paid for by a
local resident. Six of the St Ippolyts Parish footpaths are cut twice a year
by Herts County Council contractors, the remainder of the paths being
maintained by P3 volunteers. There are also seven kissing gates and a
stile that need regular removal of nettles and brambles, and a few finger
posts that disappear within overgrown hedges every year.
The footpaths are there for everyone to use, so if you are
concerned about keeping them in top condition and have a
little time to spare, why not get involved and help out with
some work.
We will have the first edition of our annual P3 on-line newsletter ready
for distribution in October. If you would like to be added to our
distribution list, or if you are willing to help with any maintenance work,
please leave your details with The Parish Clerk.

ST IPPOLYTS BABY & TODDLER GROUP
We’re a friendly relaxed group who meet at the
Parish Hall every Wednesday from 9:45am until
11.30am except School Holidays. We have a wide
range of activities for the children and provide them with snacks & drinks
(tea/Coffee & biscuits for Adults).
We charge £2 (plus 50p for additional child) a week which covers the
cost of running the group.
All Parents, Grandparents & Carers with Babies, Toddlers & Pre-Schoolers
are welcome. For more info: Facebook: St Ippolyts Baby & Toddler
Group Email: stippstoddlers@yahoo.com

WESTON GROUP OF ARTISTS
We are a small group of like minded artists who meet together every
Thursday morning in St. Ippolyts Parish Hall. Our name originates from
the time when we set up our Group and we were meeting regularly at
Weston Cricket Club.
We have mostly known each other for about 7 years and we enjoy our
Thursday mornings, painting (mostly in oils), drinking coffee and eating
biscuits, chatting about anything and everything and laughing a lot!
We have an annual exhibition usually held in vacant
premises in Letchworth Town Centre. This year our 6 th
annual exhibition will be held from 11th November to 9th
December. We are expecting the venue to be the same
as last year in Central Approach Letchworth. We will
leave a poster at the Hall nearer the time in the hope
that some readers of this Newsletter will come along
and see our work.

NORTH HERTS DOG TRAINING CLUB
We are a local dog training club who have been providing training
classes at St Ippolyts Parish Hall since the early 1960's and are run entirely
by volunteers who are committed to helping people with their pet dogs.
We run classes from puppy to advanced on Tuesday and Friday evenings
from 7.15 - 9.45 and have several very experienced trainers qualified in
many different disciplines to teach and help you with your dogs.
We are affiliated to the Kennel Club and as such have to abide by their
rules.
We are committed to raising money for local dog
charities and usually nominate two charities each
year to benefit from our fund raising.
For further details about our club please visit our
website www.north-herts-dog-training-club.co.uk

COME DANCE WITH US
Come Dance with Us has been running adult
ballroom and latin dance classes in St. Ippolyts
Parish Hall on Monday evenings from 8.00pm
– 10.00pm for over 15 years. We are a relatively small, friendly group
and our lessons are designed to suit those who have never danced before
as well as those who wish to improve on their basic dance skills.
Our lessons will introduce you to all styles of ballroom and latin dancing
whether it’s a Waltz, Quickstep, Foxtrot, Tango, Cha Cha, Rumba or Jive,
there’s something for everyone to enjoy. We also teach a variety of
Sequence Dances. Our routines will help you feel more comfortable on
the dance floor at any social event or dance. There are no medals or
exams, no sequins or glitter, just a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
If you would like to try ballroom dancing but not sure if it’s for you why
not visit us during a Monday class, see what we do and join in if you wish.
For more information visit our website: www.come-dance.co.uk or call
Janice on 07811 053648.
ST. IPPOLYTS TABLE TENNIS CLUB
We meet in St Ippolyts Parish Hall on Thursday
evenings 8 till 10 pm. (Just turn up no
appointment needed) from September ‘till
middle of May except for two weeks at Christmas.
All levels of player and any age, young and old, are welcome just bring
your own Table Tennis Bat & Ball and wear plimsolls or indoor sports
footwear. (Under 16 years olds must register name and address
information with club representative on arrival. Under 13 years must be
accompanied by a responsible adult).
Fees. Playing visitors (non members) £4. Club Membership (not
compulsory) £60 per season. Junior (under 15 years) playing visitors £2.50
per evening. For more information contact Fred Gearing 01438 357310
Mobile 07860 300928 Email Home f.gearing@btconnect.com .

RAINBOWS
This year the Rainbows have celebrated
our 30th birthday. We have made and
sent cards to Rainbow groups all over the UK, and received them back
all over England as well as from Wales and Scotland. We have seen
where they come from and been told a little about their town. We also
had a party to celebrate!
This term we are visiting Pets at Home to see all their
animals and learn about them. We also have Hetties
Helpers visiting to show us the work they do with
their hedgehog rescue.
Finally, we have lots of crafts and games planned!
For more information please go to
www.girlguiding.co.uk and select 'join us'. Alternatively contact Kerrie on
07402215811/kerriedommett@yahoo.co.uk

BROWNIES
4th Hitchin (St Ippolyts) Brownies continues to
thrive in the village. We meet once a week
during term time and continue to enjoy a varied
range of activities. Our highlights during the past
year have included making a crib for the Crib
Festival, singing for the residents at Milford Lodge,
Mexican craft activities to support Hitchin Guides
fundraise for their Mexican adventure and a visit
from a working guide dog with her owner.
We are now looking forward to a “Groovy”
sleepover in October, “working” towards our Friend to Animals badge
and of course more Christmas treats in the later part of the year. If you
are interested in joining, as a Brownie or Leader, please register your
interest through our national website: www.girlguiding.org.uk

BEAVER SCOUTS
Beaver Scouts is for boys and girls aged
between six and eight and takes place in the
Parish Hall every Monday evening 5.15pm6.15pm during school term time. Beavers take
part in a wide range of activities including games, crafts, visits and good
turns, along with plenty of outdoor activities.
Some of the many highlight from the past
year include taking part in the St George's
day parade through town, camp fires,
hikes, swimming, a visit to Hendon RAF
museum and the Church crib festival.
If you are interested in sending your child to
Beavers or would like to know more about
the group please contact Steve Cook
on 01462 422427 or email:
4thhitchinbeavers@zoho.com.

CUB SCOUTS
Cub Scouts is for boys and girls age 8-10years. We
meet in the Parish Hall on a Monday evening
6.30pm-7.40pm. We enjoy a very varied programme
which include games, working towards proficiency badges and learning
many useful skills.
We have meetings outside in the
summer term and experience many
exciting activities like sailing, climbing
and horse riding.
For more information please contact
Paul Pinkstone 01462 457660
The Cubs enjoy Activity Days and
Camps.

WI
The St. Ippolyts & Gosmore WI meet on the third
Wednesday evening of each month in the Parish
Hall. We have just over thirty members at present
and we have a variety of activities. We have had
speakers on The History of Tea with tea tasting, a
cookery demonstration, a talk about Antique Jewellery, with valuations,
a talk on Lesotho and in July we had a visit from “Captain Geoff” and his
animals when we able to see and touch owls and reptiles.
During the year we have sold cakes to aid the Hertfordshire Air
Ambulance and knitted “sensory muffs” for people with dementia, which
we gave to Sloe Hill, Gosmore and the Elmside residential homes. Some
members also spent and afternoon at Elmside in Hitchin talking to and
having tea with the residents.
We had trips for members to London to see two musical shows. One was
“The Girls”, a musical version of “Calendar Girls” and the other was
Beautiful”, the story of the song writer Carole King’s life.
Each month in addition to our meeting we have
smaller groups. There is a lunch group who meet
in local pubs for a meal, a walking group who
enjoyed many walks in the area, gardening group
who visit gardens and have plant swaps, craft
group and two reading groups.
At the monthly meeting we finish with a raffle
and then tea or coffee, a sandwich and cake.
There is a copy of out yearly programme on our notice board in the
Parish Hall and welcome visitors to our meeting which starts at 7:30pm
and finish at about 9:30pm at a cost of £4.00 per meeting. If you would
like to come to one of our meetings just turn up and you will be made
most welcome.
For further details please contact Cathryn Smith 01462456690 or Jane
Guppy 01462452097

ST IPPOLYTS NATURE NOTES.
A nature walk around St Ippolyts can bring some exciting finds.
Considering many of us have lived around here for years I wonder how
many of us really know of the variety of flora and fauna than can be
found within our Parish boundary. In July I led a party of 19 keen
amateur naturalists around the area of our village near the church. We
started at East View and proceeded to Dell Field, although this has a
children’s play area the Parish Council keep a large part for nature to
exploit. The weather was perfect for our visit and we were rewarded
with 6 species of butterfly, Large Skipper, Marbled White, Large White,
Holly Blue, Gatekeeper, with two white dots, and Meadow Brown, with
only one white dot on its wing. It was great
to see blue butterflies there again as they
had been missing for the last few years. The
yellow flowered ragwort played host to the
Cinnebar Moth caterpillars. Like many
plants it is mildly poisonous and can be
dangerous if it gets mixed with hay for
livestock.
Yellow Ladies Bedstraw was everywhere, once used, when dry, to stuff
ladies’ mattresses, being springy, smelling good and apparently deterring
fleas. There was pretty blue Selfheal, a member of the mint family, and
then Yarrow, an Umbellifer like Cow Parsley with a range of supposedly
medicinal properties.
We proceeded to the church and were greeted by a rather late singing
Goldcrest and a mewing Buzzard. The
resident Kestrels were absent but had this
year successfully reared to maturity another
five chicks in the church tower. St Ibbs Park
Lake looked low and the birdlife was lacking
apart from a solitary Grey Heron. The lake
has had regular visits from Great Cormorants,
Tufted Duck, Little Grebe, Coot, Moorhen,
Canada Geese and the occasional Kingfisher
during the year.

We retraced our steps and set off towards
St Ippolyts Sewerage Treatment Works in
search of the resident Little Owls. They
proved to be illusive but a Tawny Owl
drifted down a hedgerow looking for a
quieter spot to continue his daytime
snooze. The Treatment Works is a wonderful spot for wagtails with up to
50 Pied Wagtails enjoying the plethora of insect life. Grey Wagtails are
reasonably common but in spring look out for the less common Yellow
Wagtail. The field SE of the Works was covered in its usual group of
Jackdaws. Apparently, the collective noun is either a train or a clattering
of Jackdaws. Sitting on a gate were two of the more recent additions to
our parish avifauna, Ravens. These can regularly be seen especially
towards Little Wymondley Substation. The path along Ashbrook yielded
two more species of butterfly, Comma and Speckled Wood plus a Blood
Vein Moth.
Our short walk took us onto the path around the substation. Here
we were fortunate to see the
two young Peregrine Falcons,
which were reared by their diligent
parents on one of the pylons. It has been
suspected that Peregrines actually nested and reared
young last year, but this year they were photographed peering over the
edge of their nest. The adults were soaring around the pylons giving out
their familiar “yackering” call. Two successful Peregrine
nests were recorded in Hertfordshire this year one at the
Substation and the other in the centre of Watford.
Walking back through dense blackthorn towards East
View, we spotted Pyramidal Orchids, pink Centaury, a
member of the gentian family, and an immense Wild
Strawberry patch.
This was only a short walk around a small part of our
community but there were lots to see. Why not have a stroll and see
what you can find.
Michael Hooper

PETS CORNER
‘I can’t take any more of Trevor's scratching’ said Emma, my long term
nurse, ‘he is keeping us awake at night’. Trevor is a year and a half old
Patterdale x Lakeland Terrier. Double terrier and double trouble
according to Emma!
So, the lovely Trevor came to work where I examined his skin which was
red and inflamed, especially on his tummy and feet which is classic for
‘atopy’ or inhaled allergic skin disease similar to hay fever but effecting
the skin. I put Trevor on a new drug to suppress atopy and he responded
very well. Having this information, we then blood tested him and this
proved that poor Trevor was allergic to all 8 grasses the lab tested for,
dandelion and all storage and dust mites – so poor Trevor needs to live in
an oxygen bubble! Furthermore, he is allergic to beef, pork, lamb, duck,
chicken, turkey, soybean, barley….
the list was endless!
Undeterred, we tested his food and
his blood against some hypoallergenic foods and found one
which suited him – he can now
have venison so Emma is drying
some venison in the oven to make
some treats for him. At the same
time the lab is making us a
desensitizing vaccine to try to cure
Trevor of his allergies and we are all
hoping that Emma and family will
soon get a good night’ sleep!!
Stuart De Wolfe

BE A RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNER

PICK UP AFTER YOUR DOG!
Place the bag in a dog bin, a litter bin or
take it home and put it in your purple bin
(please don’t “decorate” our hedgerows
with neatly tied plastic bags!) North
Hertfordshire is a designated area under
the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996
legislation. Offenders can be reported to
David Furr at NHDC. 01462 474829
David.Furr@north-herts.gov.uk

KEEP YOUR DOG UNDER CONTROL.
Your dog is considered dangerously out of control if: it injures someone or
if it makes someone worried that it might injure them. A court could also
decide that your dog is dangerously out of control if it attacks someone’s
animal or if the owner of an animal thinks they could be injured if they
tried to stop your dog attacking their animal.
Penalties
You can get an unlimited fine or be sent to prison for up to 6 months (or
both) if your dog is dangerously out of control. You may not be allowed
to own a dog in the future and your dog may be destroyed.
If you allow your dog to injure an assistance dog (e.g. a guide dog) you
can be sent to prison for up to 3 years or fined (or both).
If you let your dog injure someone you can be sent to prison for up to 5
years or fined (or both). If you deliberately use your dog to injure
someone you could be charged with ‘malicious wounding’.

SOME OTHER EVENTS THIS YEAR
CHRISTMAS COMMUNITY LUNCH
Over fifty members of our community enjoyed a wonderful Christmas
Community Lunch at the Bull. St Ippolyts Parish Council sponsored the
event but the real heroes were Kim and Charlie of the Bull who treated
us all to a splendid lunch of Soup, Turkey with all the trimmings and
Christmas pudding. Father Christmas even popped in to say "hello" and
give everyone a present.
TEA AT MAYDENCROFT MANOR
A lovely afternoon was spent at the Friends of St Ippolyts Church Tea
Party last May hosted by Bob and Frani Williams at Maydencroft Manor.
There were delicious cakes and lots of tea available, also opportunity to
buy handmade cards. Bob gave guided tours of gardens that Frani so
beautifully maintains to anyone who was interested
HORSE BLESSING SERVICE
A grand total of sixteen horses and riders came to the annual horse
blessing in St Ippolyts Churchyard. Revd Ginni managed to overcome her
fear of horses and conducted a short service before blessing each horse
and feeding them with a carrot!
The horses and riders were joined by over thirty others attending the
service who all enjoyed tea and home made cakes afterwards.
A collection was made and the generous offering was donated to the
"Riding for the Disabled Charity"
HARVEST COMMUNITY LUNCH
Over fifty people of all ages from a tiny baby to over ninety came along
to the Parish Hall to enjoy each other’s company and a fabulous meal of
pumpkin soup, macaroni cheese with sausage and peas followed by
pineapple upside down cake provided by the Parish Council with some
added extras donated by St Ippolyts Stores. The more organised added
to their enjoyment with a glass or two of wine.

ST IBBS PARK PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
Rev William Lax, a professor of Astronomy and Mathematics at
Cambridge University, was granted the living at St. Ippolyts, in 1801. The
new vicar bought *St Ibbs House from his predecessor’s executors and
moved in with wife Margaret and spent the rest of his life in the parish.
Rev Lax created the park similar to The Backs of Cambridge, planted
trees and built a *three-arched bridge a likeness of Trinity College Bridge
and created a lake, useful in winter for proving ice for his *double ice
house.
In our Parish Remembers book there are memories of Queenborough
Cottages and skating on the lake and an occasion when £100, a great
deal of money in those days was raised and given to the hospital by
Major Amos.

St Ibbs Park is now owned by Tom and Victoria Williams. There are 30
acres of lovely parkland and the beautiful 1 acre lake is home to geese
and other wildlife. The
lake excavations in
2010 removed over
10,000 m3 of silt,
enough to fill 5 Olympic
swimming pools!
There are 333 trees of
varies age and all are
individually identified
and tagged. As part of
the proactive
management plan to
protect them for the future, arboricultural work has had to be carried
out to 85 of these trees and 20 have been planted since 2010 also 5000
native hedge plants have been planted around most of its 1.5km
boundary.
It is grazed by Maydencroft’s herd of native pedigree Longhorn Cattle
established in 1982 by Robert Williams, and pedigree flock of Shropshire
Sheep a splendid sight to see.
The park is in its 4th year of a 10 year environmental scheme with
Natural England.
There are public footpaths so we can walk through the lovely park over
bridge and see the lake etc. which I regularly do.
The park is also used as a training ground for Maydencroft Ltd’s arborists
and ecologists, for info visit www.maydencroft.co.uk
* Listed 1987
Pamela Skeggs

PARISH DIRECTORY
We would very much like to
produce a Parish Directory to
include contact details for all the
groups that meet in the Parish as
well as all the businesses (many of
our parishioners would prefer to use
some one local but don’t know how
to find out about them!). We
would publish it in our annual
Magazine as well as adding it to
our online Local Directory.
So if you run a group or business
and would like to be included please contact the Parish Clerk.

DISPOSING OF CLINICAL WASTE
NHDC have recently experienced some
issues with residents placing clinical waste
such as needles and syringes in their grey
mixed recycling bin. These should never be
placed in any recycling bin as some of the
recycling is hand-sorted.
Any resident who has treatment at home,
which requires the disposal of sharps (ie
needles) and/or infectious clinical waste,
should request a clinical waste collection
service from North Hertfordshire District
Council. This is a free service.
Sharps box collections can be arranged by phoning 0800 328 6023.
Please note: non-infectious, non-sharps healthcare related waste such as
incontinence pads should be disposed of via the residents’ general
household rubbish bin.

THE BIRD IN HAND
GOSMORE
Back bar available for
Christmas Parties of 10 – 30
people from 1st – 22nd Dec
Glass of prosecco on arrival
3 courses
Coffee & mince pie
£29.95 pp
Call 01462-459695 for details
or visit
www.birdinhandgosmore.com

The Bull Gosmore
Now taking bookings for Christmas
Parties, Sunday Lunches
Christenings, Weddings and Parties
Call 01462440035
email
thebullgosmore@gmail.com

SPONSORSHIP
If you would like to promote your local
company in next year’s newsletter please
contact the Parish Clerk 01462 421409
clerk@stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk

PARISH PICTURE
GALLERY

Toddler Group

The Bowls Club

Harvest Lunch

Community Christmas Lunch

All spruced up for a wedding
The Horse Blessing

